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This mark, known as the World Peace Mark, was created in 1986, the International
Year of Peace declared by the United Nations, by a junior high school student in Nara
Prefecture. With messages of peace attached, it was sent to presidential offices, prime
minister’s residences, universities, museums, and art galleries around the world, and
many countries kindly sent back letters of encouragement.

On March 10 of that year, a message from Todor Zhivkov, General Secretary of
Bulgari was personally delivered to Omiwa Junior High School in Sakurai City,
Nara, together with commemorative gifts, by Ambassador Angel Angelov and
Minister Baev. Later that same year, two student representatives and their art teacher
were invited to Sofia to participate in the Peace Flag Gathering, where they were able
to deepen exchanges of friendship and peace with children from around the world.

The wonderful Peace Mark was designed by Mr. Maruko of Byodoji Temple in
Miwa, Sakurai, who also took part in the peace exchange. In 2022, upon his
succession as the 75th head priest of Byodoji Temple on Mt. Miwa, Rev. Takahito
Maruko presented calligraphy papers inscribed with the “1986 International Year of
Peace — World Peace Mark™ to participants in commemoration of his succession.

Thanks to the kind courtesy of Mr. Georgi Kostov, Director of the Bulgaria Pavilion,
this Peace Mark (calligraphy paper) by Rev. Maruko will be on special display at the
Bulgaria Pavilion during the Expo. We warmly invite you to view it.

On this occasion, we pray for the great success of Expo Osaka, for the continued
prosperity of Bulgaria, and for everlasting world peace as we mark the 80th year
since the end of the war.

Rev. Takahito Maruko
75th Head Priest of Byodoji Temple, Mt. Miwa

Tetsuya Sugimoto
Art Teacher
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In 1986, teacher Tetsuya Sugimoto, class representative Shin Ueda, and Takahito
Maruko, who painted the World Peace Mark, were invited to the Peace Flag Rally
held in Sofia, the capital of Bulgaria, to commemorate the United Nations'

International Year of Peace. They spent three days learning about peace with
children from all over the world, dancing hand in hand, and planting olive saplings
donated by Italy.
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