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This mark, known as the World Peace Mark, was created in 1986, the International
Year of Peace declared by the United Nations, by a junior high school student in Nara
Prefecture. With messages of peace attached, it was sent to presidential offices, prime
minister’s residences, universities, museums, and art galleries around the world, and
many countries kindly sent back letters of encouragement.

On March 10 of that year, a message from Todor Zhivkov, General Secretary of
Bulgari was personally delivered to Omiwa Junior High School in Sakurai City,
Nara, together with commemorative gifts, by Ambassador Angel Angelov and
Minister Baev. Later that same year, two student representatives and their art teacher
were invited to Sofia to participate in the Peace Flag Gathering, where they were able
to deepen exchanges of friendship and peace with children from around the world.

The wonderful Peace Mark was designed by Mr. Maruko of Byodoji Temple in
Miwa, Sakurai, who also took part in the peace exchange. In 2022, upon his
succession as the 75th head priest of Byodoji Temple on Mt. Miwa, Rev. Takahito
Maruko presented calligraphy papers inscribed with the “1986 International Year of
Peace — World Peace Mark™ to participants in commemoration of his succession.

Thanks to the kind courtesy of Mr. Georgi Kostov, Director of the Bulgaria Pavilion,
this Peace Mark (calligraphy paper) by Rev. Maruko will be on special display at the
Bulgaria Pavilion during the Expo. We warmly invite you to view it.

On this occasion, we pray for the great success of Expo Osaka, for the continued
prosperity of Bulgaria, and for everlasting world peace as we mark the 80th year
since the end of the war.

Rev. Takahito Maruko
75th Head Priest of Byodoji Temple, Mt. Miwa

Tetsuya Sugimoto
Art Teacher
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Thanks to the generosity of Mr. Georgi Kostov, director of the Bulgaria Pavilion at the
Osaka-Kansai Expo, the World Peace Mark will be on display from September 6th to | 3th,
2025. This World Peace Mark was drawn 40 years ago by first-year students at Omiwa
Junior High School.

40 years ago, in 1985, Mr. Tetsuya Sugimoto, then art teacher at Omiwa Junior High
School, gave first-year students a final art exam question: "Draw a peace mark." Mr.
Sugimoto was so moved by the peace marks drawn by his students that he wanted to "share
the children's thoughts with the world," and created a message of peace in English. The
students copied the messages, attached them to World Peace Marks, and sent them to 100
locations around the world, including presidential offices, prime ministerial offices, and art
museums around Japan. We received many messages of support from countries such as
France, the United Kingdom, and the United Nations. After receiving color scheme advice
from art museums in Japan about the World Peace Mark I drew, I remade it in three colors.
The following year, in 1986, the three of us—teacher Tetsuya Sugimoto, class
representative Shin Ueda, and myself, who had drawn the World Peace Mark—were invited
to the Peace Flag Rally held in Sofia, the capital of Bulgaria, fo commemorate the United
Nations' International Year of Peace. We spent three days learning about peace with
children from all over the world, dancing hand in hand, and planting olive saplings donated
by Italy.

My name is Maruko, but at the tfime my name was Hiroshima. Hiroshima is also the site of
the first atomic bombing. I couldn't help but feel that the atomic bombing was something
that happened to me, and I repeatedly read the manga "Barefoot Gen," which depicts its
cruelty. I strongly believed that the atomic bomb should never be used again. The atomic
bomb destroyed the city of Hiroshima in an instant and took the precious lives of 140,000
people. We drew the World Peace Mark 40 years after the end of World War II. Now, 40
years have passed since then, and Japan marks 80 years since the end of the war. However,
today, wars are being waged around the world, cities are being destroyed, and children are
being sacrificed.

The World Peace Mark that I drew 40 years ago shows four children surrounding a globe.
The four children are depicted in the three colors of red, white, and black, representing
different skin and hair tones, and their different hairstyles and genders represent diversity.
I did not place Japan at the center of the globe. The root cause of war is the idea that as
long as you or your country is safe, it doesn't matter what happens to other people or their
countries. This thinking leads to genocide. I drew the globe in the middle with the most land
mass, so Japan is on the far right. The image of the children smiling and holding hands has
great significance. Wars continue to occur in the world. Children are sacrificed in war,
shedding blood and tears, but I hope that one day we will all be able to smile and hold hands
without fighting on grounds of race, skin color, ethnicity, or nationality.

The "Flag of Peace Rally" held in Bulgaria 39 years ago, which I participated in, was an
international exchange that represented the cross-border multicultural coexistence that
people all over the world should strive for today. It was truly the World Peace Mark itself.
At the Bulgarian Pavilion exhibit, I learned about the cooperative function of lactic acid
bacteria from the official mascot, "Lacto-chan," and was amazed by Bulgaria's cutting-
edge technological capabilities in areas such as IT and Al It also made me think that the
future depends on "our choices."

I hope that the day will come soon when children all over the world can join hands and smile.

September 6, 2025 — Takahito Maruko, a first-year student at Omiwa Junior High School
40 years ago
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In 1986, teacher Tetsuya Sugimoto, class representative Shin Ueda, and Takahito
Maruko, who painted the World Peace Mark, were invited to the Peace Flag Rally
held in Sofia, the capital of Bulgaria, to commemorate the United Nations'

International Year of Peace. They spent three days learning about peace with
children from all over the world, dancing hand in hand, and planting olive saplings
donated by Italy.
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